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From the Minister  I find it alarming that dividing the nation into givers and takers has recently made headlines in the world of presidential politics.  It is a very appealing view, however.  Perhaps that’s because each of us likes to think that we are one of the independent types who have gotten where we are in life by dint of sheer hard work.  We tend to forget how we have been helped by others, and therefore many of us are inclined to be suspicious of those who draw on our tax dollars.  Dependency is woven into human life.  We are born needing the care of others, and we die that way.  Illness, disability, and the “craziness” of human life often make us dependent on others.  Ultimately we are dependent upon God for our blessings.  “Give thanks in all circumstances,” urged St. Paul.   HAPPY THANKSGIVING  Christian Education  Once again Frank (Dorsey) and Chris (Potter) have outdone themselves with their Sunday School lessons.  The kids have just completed a session on creation and have left with magnificent mobiles of the solar system!   The next session will focus on the story of Abraham and Sarah.  I substituted for them one week and we started the session with the story of Abraham being told he would have more children than stars in the sky.  We learned that meant generations of families.  We worked on our own family trees.  It was fascinating to see how excited and knowledgeable Jake and Hannah were about their family trees!   I would encourage everyone to visit the classroom often and see what Frank and Chris are doing; give your support and encouragement to both of them and the kids.    You're missing out on a real gift if you're not involved with these kids!  Please consider offering to help.  We always need substitute teachers. -Judi Crowley  Bean Suppers  A big thank you to all those who have helped with the bake bean suppers, and a special thanks to Kenny Stratton for preparing the beans, the people who donate money, (especially our "angel"), people who bake pies and rolls, people who donate food, serve the food, work in the kitchen, set up in the morning , clean up after the supper, and especially the "magnificent crew" who wash all the dishes and scrub the pots!!  Without everyone's help, we would not have the success that we have had..  You all have made my job much easier.  Following are the figures for the past three suppers:      October 2011, 82 adults and 8 children @ $7 and $5 = $614.00                         Donations of money and food                 $244.50         TOTAL      $858.50  July 2012, 84 adults and 8 children @ $7 and $5 = $628.00                  Donations of money and food                 $162.13         TOTAL      $790.13  October 2012, 86 adults and 3 children @ $7 and $4 = $614.00                         Donations of money and food                 $231.75         TOTAL      $845.75  Money for the purchasing of the hot dogs has been donated each time, and is not included in the above figures.   The total figures are profit that we have made.                     -Priscilla Hirschenhofer  Flowers  Thanks to everyone that contributed flowers during September and October.  If you would like to donate flowers, "The Bud Connection" in Ellsworth will make an arrangement or bouquet and deliver it for a small charge.                -Johanna Bazzolo  Trustees  The Trustees have been closing in on the details at the renovated parsonage.  The water has been drained, baseboard heating units “anti-freezed” and the building prepared to lie dormant during the cold season or until we have a new settled minister in residence.  There will be an informal Parsonage Open House on Sunday, November 11, 2012, directly after our worship service, so that members and friends can see the beautiful results of all of our efforts.    A badly-needed, new “combustion chamber/heat exchanger” has been installed on the church furnace (Thanks, Clayton!).  This will greatly improve the efficiency and safe operation of our church furnace.  We have also been working on guidelines and rates for vestry and sanctuary use that reflect heating season costs especially.   -Linda King, Chairperson Trustees  Deacons  The Board of Deacons set aside Sunday, September 30th,  as the day to honor those Long-Term Members who have reached a significant anniversary in their life as Members of this Church.  This time of recognition took place during the 10:00 a.m. service on that day.  And a letter was read from a member who couldn’t be with us to celebrate this achievement.  Long Term Members who were honored on that day were:     50 Years:  Winkie Doris     35 Years:  Steve Coffin, Doris Moon, Gertrude Wildes     30 Years: Tony Burkhart, Lois Johnson, Betty  Lewis, Charlie Lewis     25 Years:  Susan Bonner, Everett Espling, Will Stephenson     20 Years:  Mary Alice Alley, Ann Atkinson, Ted Atkinson, Michael Hodgdon, Kristy Johnston,                      Clancy King, Harry Lounder III, Rohanna Madigan, Bonnie Ross, Erin Shaw  November 4th we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday.  We will honor those members and friends who have died during the past year.  The first Sunday in Advent is December 2nd.   Please save December 9th for our Annnual Carol Sing.  There will be a potluck supper at 5:00 pm followed by a carol sing in the sanctuary.  Our Christmas Eve Service will be held at 9:00 pm on the 24th, during that service we will also receive the Veterans of the Cross collection.  This collection will complete our 5 for 5 offerings once again, with the Maine Conference.         -Mary Beth Dorsey  Choir  The choir has sung some meaningful and beautiful music this Fall and now we are moving on to Thanksgiving. We have changed our rehearsal time to Sunday morning at 9:00.  All are welcome.   It has been wonderful to have Anita singing again and we reluctantly will say goodbye to Priscilla and Jack and wish them well as they sing in the choir in Pennsylvania.                  -Debbie Riley  Communications Committee  Hancock UCC now has a Facebook Page. Search for us on Facebook under "Union Congregational Church of Hancock, Maine" or at https://www.facebook.com/#!/UnionCongregationalChurchOfHancockMaine?fref=ts. Click like to subscribe to news and events as they are posted.   Also the church has a Web site that you can visit at www.hancockucc.org.  Both of these are ways in which we can keep people up to date with what is happening here at the church.  Check us out, you might be surprised at what all is happening here.    Thank you to Doug Kimmel for keeping up with the Web site and to Chris Potter for getting the Facebook page started.   Condolences  Our condolences go out to Sally Knapp and family on the death of Edgar Knapp, who passed away on October 29th.  The Boy Scouts Still Need Your Bottles!  As you clean out your garages, barns, and cellars to make way for winter, remember that the Hancock Boy Scouts can still use your returnable cans and bottles.  They have a fall camporee coming up in November at the Blackwoods Campground in Acadia National Park.  The primary purpose of the event is to give the Scouts the opportunity to perform work projects in the park to improve trails, fix drainage problems, and clean up the campground after a busy summer season.  The funds received from your bottles are used to pay the registration fees and purchase the food used during the weekend.  Your generous donations make these important activities possible and help to insure that Scouting can continue in Hancock. Please call David Wildes or Cynthia Wood at 422-3739 to arrange a pick up.  Let’s Join the Scarf Project against Violence  We have lots of creative knitters, crocheters, and fiber craftspeople in Maine.  Let’s show the UCC General Synod our creativity.  Could we send 175 rainbow colored scarves to the UCC Scarf Project?  Of course, that is only one scarf per church in the Conference.   In an effort to stem the tide of violence – most notably the recent wave of bullying – the  UCC Scarf Project has a goal of crafting 3,000 scarves in time for the UCC General Synod next July in Long Beach, CA.  Everyone is invited to make scarves of varying patterns – each sporting rainbow colors – to be given to Synod attendees who pledge to act against violence.  Scarves will be collected at the Conference Office, and sent to General Synod as a contribution from Maine.  Questions? Contact Sue in the conference office.                       -Maine Conference   Yoga Classes  Yoga classes are held on Thursday mornings from 8:30 -10:00 AM in the church vestry.  The instructor is Mary Seward, a Kripalu certified yoga instructor. Please being a mat, light blanket, and a firm pillow.  Wear comfortable clothes.  The cost is $10. Beginners welcome.  Daylight Savings Time ends  Fall Back – don’t forget that Daylight Savings time begins this Sunday, Nov. 4, so set your clocks back 1 hour Saturday night.

