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We welcome everyone who welcomes everyone!

   Union Congregational Church of Hancock, UCC


January 2014

Matthew as a Guide for the People of Faith


“Do not be afraid” is an important theme for Saint Matthew.  We find those words at the beginning, in the middle, and at the end of his Gospel.  He wanted his community to hear that God had set them free to be the church: a loving, committed community following the life-giving way of Jesus.  Can we be that kind of church, too?  We will explore that question in our small groups during the month of January.


Our spiritual season between Christmas and Lent is called Epiphany, which means, “Get a clue!”  From January 6 to February 5, our ecumenical lectionary leads us through stories in which people first get a clue about who Jesus is, such as the Magi from the East, the Prophet Anna at the dedication of the baby Jesus in the temple, the baptism of Jesus, the call of the first disciples, and the wedding party at Cana.  We share such stories for one purpose: as a starting point to explore what following Jesus means to us.


In 2014, our Sunday readings will be based on The Gospel According to Matthew.  (In 2013, we made our way through Luke.)  So, to start the new year 


p. 5

Thank You

   I’d like to take a moment and say it has been an honor and a privilege to serve as Church Secretary for the past 24 ½ years.  When I started, it was to be a “just try it” thing, that has lasted through two ministers, Elaine Tobak and John Holt, several interim ministers, and almost the first full year of Pastor Dan’s time with us.  I want to thank everyone for their support over the years, and even though I won’t see you in the office, I will see you all in church on Sunday morning, and around town.  Thanks again for everything.  ~Vicky

January Birthdays and Anniversaries

06: *Erin* Collins

07: *John* Wood

7:   Peter & Sally Bryant

09:  *Jean Aldrich

* Rebeckah Philio

9:   *Clay* & *Marcia* Nowell

12:  *Myrna Coffin

13:  *Anne* Dean

15:  *Steve Coffin

16:  *Mary* Welsh

16:  *Everett* & *Vicky* Espling

21:  *Gary* Hunt

25:  *Holly* Harriman

29:  *Clay* Nowell
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   Congratulations to Brad Nadeau and Norm Bamford on their recent marriage here on December 21, 2013.  Officiated by Rev. Dan Geslin.
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   Our condolences go out to the family of Bee Foss, who passed away December 1, 2013.  Bee was a long term member of our church and a member of our choir for many years.  She will be greatly missed.
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right, our Wednesday spiritual growth groups will meet Matthew in an introductory way, so that we can get a clue as to what his version of the Gospel is about.  You can chose between two different times that will cover the same material, Wednesday mornings at 9:00 or evenings at 7:00 (January 8, 15, 22, 29 and February 5).


Each week we will take a look at one characteristic paragraph in Matthew about fear and faith.  Then, using some non-academic, spiritual practices––such as prayer, poetry, art, and perhaps some journaling––we will build community by sharing personal memories, thoughts and feelings triggered in us by Matthew’s paragraph for the day.  Through the respectful practice of active listening and “meeting each other where we’re at,” we will explore how our church can become a fearless community of faith ourselves! 


Session One: The first words spoken in Matthew’s gospel are, “Do not be afraid” [Matt.1:20].  Joseph was afraid of what other people would think.  Have you ever been afraid of what people might think about you?  How can the spiritual practice of faith heal our fears?


Session Two:  In Matthew’s second chapter, King Herod is afraid.  What are the results of a politics of fear?  How can we best respond?


Come out Wednesday, January 8, morning or evening, and give it a try.  I’m sure God will bless us all as we study the Word and grow in the Spirit together!

Pastor Dan 
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This Is My Church

This is my church.  It is composed of people like me.  We make it what it is.  It will be friendly—if I am.  Its pews will be filled—if I help fill them.  It will do a great work—if I work.  It will make generous gifts to many causes—if I am a generous giver.  It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship—if I bring them.  It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church with a noble spirit—if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these.  Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that I want my church to be.

2014 Slate of Officers voted on at the Annual Meeting on December 8, 2013

President:  Ron Schwizer




422-8267
ronschwizer@myfairpoint.net



Vice President:  Bill Reeve



667-3997
appletreebooks@roadrunner.com


Clerk:  Judi Crowley



667-4449
jacrowley48@yahoo.com


Treasurer:  Doug Kimmel



669-4178
dougkimmel@myfairpoint.net


Assistant Treasurer:  Gerry Mehl



422-1119
mydaisygirl1@roadrunner.com


Stewardship Director:  Ben Carr & Phil Devenish

422-8297
twoisles2@gmail.com

422-6445
philphoeb.devenish@gmail.com


Assistant Stewardship Director:  David Wildes

422.3739 dwildes001@roadrunner.com
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Education Committee


In 2011, we created a shared vision statement with one of the primary goals being to grow our children’s program.  In 2012-13, the new pastor search 

committee searched and found Dan with the expressed goal of growing the church, especially the children's program.  In just a few months, Dan has gone to work and we have already tripled the number of children attending Sunday school and have Norm Bamford to serve as our Minister of Children & Young Families!  New volunteers have stepped up to serve our Sunday School.  However, we do not have quite enough volunteers, so the church council decided, and the congregation ratified, the hiring of a Sunday school teacher and a nursery care attendant. So we are now on our way to a new and vibrant children’s program!  


Some months ago, the Christian Education committee and the Council began to talk about ways of assuring the safety of our little ones.  There has never been a question of our children being safe with the adults who have provided their instruction and care.  However, as we offer an “extravagant welcome” to all who wish to join our church family, we need to be 110% certain that each person who is entrusted with the care of our children is fully prepared to assure their safety and security.  The Safe Church Policy as drafted by the CE Committee and passed by the Council is based on the policy suggested by the national UCC.  It has been modified to better fit our gentle church community but remains strong enough to serve us as we go into a phase of rapid growth. 

When you read or hear about “background checks,” try to remember that this will help us all to trust one another in our church family even more.  I will be glad to be the first to undergo the background check, as I expect all members of the CE committee will be.




    --Barb Reeve, chair
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