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Hancock United Church of Christ



   
   July-August 2014

FAITH TRIP — SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 21 & 22
        We were visited by members of Faith Congregational United Church of Christ of Hartford, Connecticut, the third-oldest black church in the USA. Pictures: left, a picnic at Tidal Falls after worship; right, Pastor Steve and Patricia Camp; below, after a Maine feast, participating in our own version of the wider UCC’s “Sacred Conversations on Race” in our church’s beautifully re-decorated social hall. 
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NEW LIFE PLANTED
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The first tree in the new church meditation garden—a Japanese weeping cherry—was planted at the back of our church’s large lot beside the parsonage.  The garden is the brainchild of Ruth Dietze.  She, Phil Devenish, Renata Moise, Peggy Emigh and Pastor Dan brought their shovels, dug the hole, and dropped the tree.  Hancock resident Joan Friedland donated two benches.
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“I hope this tree can grow into a whole garden that will be a gift from the church to the village of Hancock,” Ruth said.  “We envision a place of beauty for meditation and quiet conversation.”

“There’s a new, positive spirit shining from your church,” commented one local resident on Facebook, “Congratulations!”  The meditation garden is just one of many expressions of the new life in our worshipping community.  


For example, our “Children’s Church” program is flourishing under the direction of Norm Bamford, 34, an Air Force veteran who is himself the father of five.  Our kids meet up for Norm’s children’s sermons at the beginning of Sunday services and then go off to learn and play at Sunday school.  
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For adults interested in exploring their faith with others, Pastor Dan leads “God Talk,” a conversation-based Bible study experience every Wednesday morning at 9:00 and evening at 7:00.  It’s open to visitors as well as our worshipping community.  “Each week is different and unique, so newcomers are always welcome,” Dan says.  He also leads “talk back” sessions after every Sunday service so that the conversations he opens in his sermons can be completed by the congregation.  


Everyone who participates in the life of our church has a voice.  Join us!


“And God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and out of the ground God 
made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.  The 
Tree of Life also in the midst of the garden God planted.” – Genesis 2:8-9
Out the parsonage window…



In outer space the sun’s light is 


invisible, meaningless—


until it finds a place to land.



Here, first thing, the sunlight 


touches the tops of trees,


then lights up the faces of the houses,


wraps its arms around the town.


It reaches between things with delight,


warms the ground, 


dresses up the flowers in the garden,


makes little pools of color in the woods,


changes the air.



After traveling 93 million miles 


the sunlight finds things,


even an old stone wall, 


to make it beautiful.



No matter your state,


you are here as a place


for God’s grace to land.



Grieving or joyous, 
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sick or well,


struggling or at ease, 


you are where God’s grace needs to come


to be visible, to be beautiful. 



Receive it, 


give thanks, 


pass it on.
SGH
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Pastor Dan
Church Fair News – The Day is Drawing Near!


Saturday, August 2, is the day (rain date August 9) and 8 am is the time.  Our Annual Church Fair, Yard Sale, and Silent Auction will soon be here.  We need everyone’s time, enthusiasm, and generous donations to make this project work.  

Urgent Needs:


The Snack Bar needs a lunch service coordinator and 4 volunteers to help purchase food and prepare and serve snack and lunch items.  We can’t have a fair without food, and this department makes a lot of money on the day.  It’s a vital part of our fundraiser.  Anyone who can open and close a refrigerator door is encouraged to sign up!


Silent Auction Donations – Unique, one-of-a-kind items including antiques, paintings, gift certificates, sporting equipment, and donated services are needed for the auction.   Let David Wildes, Renata Moise, or Tamara Crowley know what you can donate.

New This Year:

We have a new donation drop off location this year: after the July 4th weekend, the parsonage garage.  Call David Wildes (422-3739) to make arrange-ments to drop your stuff off.  Please make sure your donated items are clean and in working condition. Tools, hardware items, kitchen ware, bicycles, furniture, toys, and small appliances are usually good sellers.  (No televisions, computers, clothes, or junk, please.)  10 sets of saw horses to fabricate tables for the yard sale.


Baubles and beads, plants and flowers, baked goods, crafts, quality knick-knacks and linens, books, puzzles, games, and music make up some of the other goods that are needed for a successful Fair Day.  So please, start collecting.  

Our success depends on you!



COMMENTS ON FAITH’S VISIT
Dear Hancock Church,


As I have reflected on our weekend together, I am truly thankful for the growing relationship between our congregations.  I thank everyone there for your extravagant hospitality, for the delicious food and desserts, and for the wonderful worship and sermon.  The times we have spent with you, our sisters and brothers of Union Congregational UCC, have been joyful. I thank Pastor Dan and Pastor Steve for their courageous leadership.  Love and Blessings to all our new friends at the Hancock UCC!








   Grace and Peace,






         

   Al Strother 







   Faith Congregational Church, UCC 
[Pastor’s note: Al is the deacon from Faith who led us in prayer.]
+   +   +

Let me say that the Faith UCC weekend was a fabulous success in my book.  So real, so emotional, so warm, so friendly, so important!

—Ron Schwizer, church president
+  +  +

It all comes down to love.  —Dennis King, church council, trustee
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The journey continues




            Sacred Conversation on Race is a church-wide initiative for United Church of Christ 
            congregations, as we seek to confront the sin of racism and see the Church be one.

Phil, Renata, and the Tree of Life











