June/July Newsletter 
Union Congregational Church of Hancock, UCC
We welcome everyone who welcomes everyone!

GOD IS STILL SPEAKING IN MAINE!
    The 83rd annual meeting of the Maine Conference of the United Church of Christ was held at the University of Maine, Farmington, from May 30 to June 1, 2013, with the theme, “Moving Forward in the Face of Change.”  The meetings began on the first day of warm weather in Maine, and a full schedule made for plenty of fatigue by day’s end when we finally made it back to our dorm room.
    Out of a great number of items on the agenda, the following seemed ones for us to report to our congregation.  Financially, the Conference seems okay.  The shortfall on income for the last year was matched by expenses lower than budgeted, a good thing. Assessments to individual churches for this year will rise from $1461 to $1490.  A budget was passed.
    Enthusiasm was shown for Pilgrim Lodge, the denomination’s summer camp outside Augusta on Lake Cobbosseecontee.  An astounding number at the meeting had attended the camp as children, sent their own children, or been involved as counselors or leaders.  A capital fundraising campaign was approved to raise over a million dollars that, combined with available funds, will extend the boardwalk and refurbish the aging campsite.
    Interest was shown in the Honduras Partnership that fosters ties between our Maine churches and the Evangelical & Reformed Church (the other half of the UCC) of Honduras.  The political situation there is fragile, but in recent years exchanges have continued both in person and over the social media.  The Project also partners with Wicked Joe Coffee of Brunswick, selling Fair Trade Honduran coffee to support a vocational school in Honduras.  Find the Wicked Joe label even in our local Hannafords.  Try some!
    A resolution was passed on gun control and the end of gun violence. Lots of thoughtful and deep-touching discussion (pro and con, with amendments offered and voted on) preceded the vote on this issue. 
    Churches were invited to join the Economic Justice Covenant program. Church members do many things to shelter the homeless and feed the hungry. Let’s do more to address the growing gap between the rich and the poor.  The process to become an Equal Justice setting resembles the one that we followed to become an Open and Affirming church: study, writing and approving a covenant, ways to implement the covenant, etc.  We would be signifying our support for justice in our economic system.
    Overall, we were left with many impressions and feelings. We visited with Keith Bowie and Susie Craig, both of whom sent back loving wishes to our congregation.  The meetings were well run and Farmington was a lovely setting.  Food was good.  We are nearly all churches with aging congregations, struggling along, and working for good Sunday Schools. Sound familiar?  We had the continual, unaccustomed and good feeling that we are part of an entity larger than the Hancock church we know so well.  We appreciated the presence throughout the meetings of the national president of our denomination, the Rev. Geoffrey Black, who spoke, preached and mingled.  And we were glad to hear read the name of the Rev. Dan Geslin as our new pastor.
    At every turn we observed lots of creativity, lots of good spirit. New friends were made as delegates from The County shared hopes, anxieties, and lots of good laughter, with folks from Saco or Hampden—or Hancock.  Work- shops were good.  We attended one on the recently published The Underground Church by Robin Meyers, and one on economic justice.  Worship services, culminating in a final service in which recently deceased ministers were remembered and communion was shared, were both varied and inspiring as was—despite occasional moments of drowsiness during long reports or debate —the meeting overall. We were privileged to attend and thank the church for sending us as delegates.                     
—Cecily and Ben Carr

PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY 
    One of the things that I love about our United Church of Christ is that we are a covenantal church, not a creedal church.  That’s why I put under the sermon title in every Sunday’s bulletin, “In the UCC, the sermon is not dogma that you must believe to belong, but a discussion-starter for the whole community.”  So feel free to disagree with me—that’s part of our covenant.  But creeds always make me feel claustrophobic and a little bit itchy.
    At the same time, however, in the UCC we do use creeds for educational purposes, reflection pieces, and discussion starters.  In that spirit, I dance with a nationwide ecumenical movement called Progressive Christianity.  I like the tune of its twelve Phoenix Affirmations (below).  That means, in part, regularly incorporating the arts, meditation, extra-biblical readings, Earth-affirmations and human-affirmations in worship; preaching with a prophetic voice on social, ecological and spiritual issues; affirming the Christian path without denigrating others; and intentionally continuing to grow in a servant-leadership style that is cooperative and empowering of others by being Spirit-centered.  I believe that the UCC is an excellent expression of Progressive Christianity as an inten-tionally multi-racial, multi-cultural, Open and Affirming and Just Peace church.

The Phoenix Affirmations
1.  Walking fully in the Path of Jesus without denying the legitimacy of other paths that God may provide for humanity.
2.  Listening for God’s Word, which comes through daily prayer and "Meditation", studying the ancient testimonies that we call "Scripture" and attending to contemporary testimonies and God’s present activity in the world.
3.  Celebrating the God whose Spirit pervades and whose glory is reflected in all of God’s Creation, including the Earth and its "Ecosystem" the sacred and secular, the Christian and non-Christian, the human and non-human.
4.  Expressing our love in worship that is as sincere, vibrant, and artful as it is scriptural.
5.  Engaging people authentically, as Jesus did, treating all as creations made in God’s very image regardless of "Race",  "Gender",  "Sexual orientation", age, physical or mental ability, nationality, or economic class.
6.  Standing, as Jesus does, with the outcast and oppressed, the denigrated and afflicted by seeking peace and justice, with or without the support of others.
7.  Preserving religious freedom and the church’s ability to speak prophetically to government by resisting the commingling of church and state.
8.  Walking humbly with God, acknowledging our own shortcomings while honestly seeking to understand and call forth the best in others, including those who consider us their enemies.
9.  Basing our lives on the faith that in Christ all things are made new and that we—and all people—are loved beyond our wildest imaginations—for eternity.
10.  Claiming the sacredness of both our minds and our hearts, and recognizing that faith and science, doubt and belief serve the pursuit of truth.
11.  Caring for our bodies and insisting on taking time to enjoy the benefits of prayer, reflection, worship, and recreation in addition to work.
12.  Acting on the faith that we are all born with a meaning and purpose, a "Vocation" and ministry that serves to strengthen and extend God’s realm of love.

Discussion—July 10
    What do you think?  Let’s talk it over as a group.  We’ll use our regular discussion times—9 AM and 7 PM—Wednesday, July 10, to discuss the “Phoenix Affirmations” and Progressive Christianity.
With you in God’s grace,

Pastor Dan

THE NEWSLETTER -- NEWS

Social Justice
Many thanks to all who participated in Loaves and Fishes during June.  Everyone rallied and we filled all of our volunteer slots for the 12 client days and the unloading of a truck from the Good Shepherd Food Warehouse.  Good Job!   

Flowers 
Thanks to Bee Foss for her BEAUTIFUL peonies, the Nowell family for memorial flowers, and Diane Eckhardt for her help during June.  Don't forget...if you have something blooming this summer, just give me a call at 422-6274.  Also, are there any future flower arrangers who would like to learn a few amateur arranging tricks?  We could get together sometime this month and put together a flower back-up team.  
 –Johanna Bazzolo
 
Choir
Many thanks to the choir members!  We practiced and sang March through June and had an uplifting, successful season in which we welcomed Pastor Dan Geslin with “Halle, Halle.”  Some other anthems included, “A Joyous Mozart Canon,” “Gracious Spirit” and our new favorite, "The Lord is My Shepherd" by the English composer, Howard Goodall.  The Monteux students will provide special music from June 30 to July 28.  We look forward to hearing the instruments and great music.  The choir will reconvene on July 21 when we will sing for the joint service and on July 28 for Pastor Dan's installation.  Stay tuned and have a beautiful summer!   
–Debbie Riley 

Spring Rummage Sale a Success!
The Pilgrim Guild held its annual Spring Rummage Sale in the social hall on Saturday, June 1st.  Thanks to your generous contributions of gently used clothing, household linens, fabric and yarn, $474.26 was realized.  This will be used to help pay our pledge to the Church Budget. Your generous donations and help on Friday and Saturday made all this possible.  We are very grateful!
–Gertrude Wildes, Pilgrim Guild

Can you find the 15 books of the Bible?
   In these remarks are hidden the names of 15 books of the Bible.  As a puzzle, it’s a real lulu.  Kept me looking so hard for the facts I missed the revelations.  I was in a jam, especially since the names were not capitalized.
   The truth will come to numbers of readers.  To others, it will be a real job.  For all, I sincerely hope it will be a most fascinating search.
   Yes, there will be some that are easy to spot and others hard to judge.  So I admit it usually results in loud lamentations when you can’t find them.  One lady says she brews coffee while puzzling over it.
–A lady from Iowa submitted this puzzle, Country, Dec/Jan 2001

Large Print Bulletins and E-Mail Addresses
   It has been brought to my attention that the print in the Sunday morning bulletins is hard for some to read.  With this in mind, I now run a few big print copies of the bulletin.  If you would like one of these big print bulletins, speak to a deacon serving as usher on Sunday.
   With more and more communication being done through e-mail, it is more important than ever to keep the Directory up to date.  Please be sure to let me know if you have an e-mail address and that the address in the Directory is accurate.  Thanks for your help!
–Vicky 

THE CHURCH FAIR, YARD SALE & SILENT AUCTION UPON US!
    It’s time to get ready for our annual church-wide fundraiser on Saturday, August 3 from 8 am to 2 pm (rain date August 10).  We need help from everyone to make the day a success and achieve our fundraising goal of $7500.
    Charlie and Betty Lewis have again graciously donated their garage for use as a yard sale collection point starting July 1.  We need lots of stuff to attract yard sale aficionados, so start cleaning out garages, basements, and attics!  Call the Lewis’ (422-6257) to arrange a convenient drop–off time.  (Please, no clothes, televisions, computers, or junk!)
    Steve Cooper (422-8223) and David Wildes (422-3739) are again coordinating the silent auction and need a variety of unique items to attract bidding attention.  Paintings, antiques, hand-made items, gift certificates, donated services and other one-of-a-kind items are needed to help draw people into the social hall so that everyone can enjoy the wonderful shopping and eating opportunities that our Fair is so well known for.  Please contact Steve or David regarding ideas or donations you wish to make.
    Other needs are baubles and beads for the Jewelry Table, books, puzzles and games for the Book Nook, cash donations to purchase supplies for the Snack Bar, plants for the Green Thumb department, and workers to organize and sell everything we collect.  Summer is rushing by and The Fair will be upon us quicker than we can imagine.  It is a busy and important day in the life of our church.  The money raised is an essential part of our church budget.

SOCIAL MEDIA CAN BE A VERY GOOD THING!
    As our church endeavors to support the new and exciting changes that are happening within us and around us, extending ourselves beyond ourselves is a critical part of nurturing the growth that we hope for.   In order to grow, we must share.  One of the ways we can do this is to keep our existing website and Facebook page active and up to date.  Social media can be a powerful and positive way to reach out into the community and it can be FUN!
    We will begin to post updates, event information, photos, sermons, church announcements and other happenings on our Facebook page starting immediately.  We hope to have the help of the congregation in order to keep content fresh, meaningful and relevant.  We imagine fun photos of Bean Suppers, the Fair, and other annual events; special announcements, milestones we celebrate, and important notices pertaining to services, Sunday School, Nursery and holidays—the things that show our personality and purpose.  We encourage you to share what feels fun and important to you and we invite you to contribute to creating a sense of connection with the community beyond our church walls. 
    If you already have Facebook, be sure to go and “like” our page at Union Congregational Church of Hancock, Maine.  Tell your friends to “like” our page—they may see something that makes them want to check out what all the buzz is about! 
    Ideas, information and photos can be shared with Tamara Crowley at Crowley_tamara@yahoo.com or you can track her down at “coffee hour.” 

Joint Service with the Hancock Point Chapel
Union Congregational Church 
Sunday, July 21 at 10:00 AM
with Pastor Dan preaching

WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
   July 17 and 24, the Wednesday study groups will discuss What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian? by Martin Thielen.  This is a quick and easy read that is designed for group discussion, so I thought it would be a good first book—and a good foundation—for us to talk about together.  It’s filled with anecdotes that make reading its 157 pages a breeze.
    What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian? was the best-selling book in 2012 and so far in 2013 for Westminster John Knox Press, the publishing arm of the Presbyterian-USA denomination.  The author, (Rev. Dr.) Martin Thielen, is a former Baptist preacher who converted to being a Methodist minister “to find room to breathe.”  He has spent his career pastoring churches in Tennessee and is considered a moderate with wide appeal.
    The book is divided in two parts—ten things that Thielen thinks we don’t have to believe and ten things he thinks we do have to believe to be Christian.  Some of the chapter titles include: God Causes Cancer, Car Wrecks and Other Catastrophes;  True Christians Can’t Believe in Evolution;  Bad People will be ‘Left Behind’ and Then Fry in Hell;  Women Can’t Be Preachers and Must Submit to Men;  Jews Won’t Make It to Heaven;  God Loves Straight People But Not Gay People;  and  It’s OK for Christians to Be Judgmental and Obnoxious.  In the second part, chapter titles include: Who Is Jesus?;  What Matters Most?; Am I Accepted?;  and  Is the Church Still Relevant?
    Being such a popular book, it’s easy to find in libraries and bookstores.  You can buy it online at Amazon.com for as little as $8.95 (new) or $3.63 (used) and have it mailed to your home.  I don’t agree with everything that Thielen writes (and you probably won’t either), but it’s a great book to discuss at either 9 AM or 7 PM on July 17 and 24.  Happy reading!  —Dan


