From the Minister

Thank you for your responses to the last newsletter! It seemed like many of you enjoyed the articles, most all of which were contributed by various members of the congregation. A few "helpful suggestions" were also received for making the newsletter even better. For example, a suggestion was made to have the writer of each article identify themselves by listing their name at the end. We will endeavor to do that in the future.

Do you have something of interest you would like to submit via the newsletter? Let us know. This month Cookie Thelen came up with the idea of keeping in touch with our "snowbird" members and friends. She will report on their comings and goings with periodic updates in the newsletter. Thank you, Cookie.

As the season of Thanksgiving approaches, it reminds me to give thanks for the great job so many of you do in ways large and small in tirelessly working for the betterment of our church, oftentimes behind the scenes and without recognition. THANK YOU!!!

Council

While overseeing the “business” of our church, Council has been supervising the efforts towards construction of the Habitat for Humanity house for the Alley family and the selection by the church members of a Pastoral Search Committee in order to begin looking for our settled minister.   We are very pleased at the re-institution of a regular newsletter with updates by various committees and boards.  The newsletter, like the Sunday worship bulletin, is available for viewing on the church website (Thanks, Dr. Doug Kimmel!) at www.hancockucc.org  We continue to be very thankful for the thoughtful presence and labors of our fine interim minister, Rev. Keith Bowie, throughout the life of our church, especially during worship.               
—Linda King, Chairperson

From the Deacons

The Board of Deacons set aside Sunday, September 18th,  as the day to honor those Long-Term Members who have reached a significant anniversary in their life as Members of this Church.  This time of recognition took place during the 10:00 a.m. service on that day.

Long Term Members who were honored on that day were:
    65 Years:  Kendall Stratton    
    55 Years:  Elizabeth Awalt; Priscilla Jones
    45 Years:  Jean Aldrich 
    40 Years:  Debbie Ehrlenbach         
    35 Years:  Myrna Coffin; Dennis Harmon            
    30 Years: Midge Costello; Beryl Crosby; Peggy Emigh; Vicky Espling; Sandra Libby
    25 Years:  Dennis King; Linda King; Marge Severance; Tom Severance        
    20 Years:  Mimi Busch; John Wells

November 6th we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday.  We will be honoring those members and friends who have passed that monies were received in their memory.  This year only one name will be added to the plaques on the back of the Sanctuary wall, William P Robertson III.

November 20th there will be a joint Thanksgiving Worship Service sponsored by the Ellsworth Ministerial Association.  This will take place at the Unitarian Universalist Church on Bridge Hill in Ellsworth at 3:00 p.m.  There will be a choir made up of members from all the area churches.  Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry will be opened prior to the service if you so wish to donate some time to this worthy cause, before going to the Worship Service.

November 27th is the first Sunday of Advent.   We are busy making plans to adorn the Sanctuary with the normal Advent decorations as well as planning a pot luck supper and carol sing, dates will be announced at a later time, and the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
—Vicky Espling, for the Board of Deacons

Births

Congratulations to Scott and Erin (Ehrlenbach) Collins on the birth of their son, Joshua William Collins born September 25, 2011.

Stewardship

I expect that, by now, you have received the annual letter detailing our church’s proposed budget and requesting your pledge for 2012.  It is my hope that you have sent in your pledge card, enumerating, as 
munificently as you are able, your financial support for the ministry of our church.  In our church, we have much to be grateful for and much work to do!  As John D. Rockefeller, Jr. said, “Think of giving not as a duty but as a privilege.”
—Linda King, Stewardship Director 

Weddings:

September 10th Anthony Murray and Nicole Lash.  Annmarie Mockus, Justice of the Peace, officiating.  

Trustees

Currently, the Trustees are, along with our regular responsibilities for the physical “plant” of our church, primarily focusing on our parsonage, no longer occupied by renters.  Because our church has done little in the way of substantial maintenance and improvements for a very long time, the parsonage will need considerable work in order to prepare it for our future settled minister.  Over this winter, we will be assessing it to determine what is needed and how to pay for and accomplish it.   Additionally, several rooms in the parsonage sustained some water damage due to a washing machine water tap left open by the renters.  This falls under the protection of our insurance policy.

A reminder:  If you could, please donate Town of Hancock trash stickers that can be used to dispose of our church trash, usually a bag a week.  This is a new budget item in the Trustees’ budget that it would be nice to fund with donated stickers.
—Linda King, Chairperson

Choir

Many thanks to the choir members participating in the fall months.  As we move toward November and December, we say farewell to Fran, Priscilla and Jack.  They have been generous with their dedication and talents and we will miss them.  If you have been thinking of joining the choir NOW is a good time with the holiday music ahead.  We have a good time of fellowship working on the anthems for the worship service.        
—Debbie Riley, choir director

Christian Education

The CE Board met on October 9th and discussed nursery coverage during morning worship, the Sunday School program and potential Christmas activities for the children.  Old Testament stories will be the basis for lessons and crafts in November and advent activities will be the theme in December.

The board would like to offer possibilities for more adult education programs beyond the Wednesday morning group.  One suggestion was to hold monthly breakfasts with speakers about various social services activities in which the church is or might be involved.  Offering a Bible study or other theology-based class at a time other than Wednesday morning was also proposed.  If you would be interested in either program, please let a member of the CE Board know.
—Frank Dorsey, for the Christian Education Board

Habitat for Humanity Project—32 Stratton Lane!

Since the last update, all of the twelve brush piles, resulting from tree-clearing at 32 Stratton Lane, have been burnt by a healthy contingent of hearty volunteers, assisted by the Hancock Volunteer Fire Department and supervised by our own energetic octogenarian, Kenny Stratton.  Now the lot is ready for the site work, including stump-pulling and setting power poles and lines.

Over $80 from “Veggies for Habitat” and our second wonderful fundraising concert this past September by the Somerset Consort has brought the funds raised so far to over $2,400, ever closer to the eventual goal of about $30,000.  
The beauty of a Habitat for Humanity home is not only the love and community efforts that go into it but the fact that it is energy-efficient, affordable to live in and provides a lovely home for a lovely family (in this case, the Alley family).

There are still plans being made for several more events, including a ukulele concert and dance (We know that is what you have been waiting for) but 
Habitat we need your help with more ideas, support and contributions!   Contact Linda King (422-6294) or Phil Devenish (422-6445) with your creative ideas to raise money for our Habitat for Humanity home!

Our church proudly voted to be a sponsor for this ambitious project and by working together, we can do this!  Many hands and minds working as one will make this happen!                
—Linda King

From the Office

It has been expressed to me that it might be nice to start the “Birthday /Anniversary” list again.  If you would like to be the recipient of wishes on these important days, 
please see that the office has those dates, no year for the birthdays, just dates.  Thanks.

Vera B. Foss presented the Boston Post Cane

Vera Foss, longtime member, officer of the Church, and former postmistress of Hancock, was awarded the Boston Post Cane as the oldest citizen of the Town of Franklin in August. She was 94 years old October 29th and currently resides near her childhood home at Golden Acres Retirement Home on the Franklin Roads (Route 182). Although she is unable to learn new information and lives entirely in the present moment, she remains delighted to see folks and appears to be in good physical health.                                     
—Doug Kimmel

“CALLING ALL WAYWARD CONGREGATIONALIST”

You know who you are…
1.    If you have recently packed bags and left your home in Maine for an extended period of time, YOU are a wayward Congregationalist.
2.    If you are planning to pack your bags and leave your home in Maine for an extended period of time, YOU are a wayward Congregationalist.  
3.    If you are planning to be absent from Hancock UCC Church for an extended period of time for any reason YOU also are a wayward Congregationalist.  
4.    If you are a student away from home, a professor or teacher back at work in a different local, a snowbird (a.k.a. weather wimp) or any other category of person that leaves during the winter, YOU too are a wayward Congregationalist.
It is that time of year when a portion of the congregation migrate south or back to winter homes in another location.  All are refreshed by the time spent in beautiful Maine and additionally by the association with our Union Congregational Church.  This year we would like to hear from all you folks that flee the winter for whatever reason so that we might continue to share our joys and concerns from a distance.  

If you would like to be on the “Wayward Congregational” list just contact Cookie Thelen at 305-666-1428 or better still at Cookiethelen@me.com so I can add you to the out of town list.  Prior to each newsletter I will contact you soliciting news or even better you can contact me with news you would like to share with our friends in Hancock.  Even though we are all separated by distance there is no need to be distant with caring and sharing.  Please let me hear from you.  Thanks.                 
—Cookie Thelen

The Pilgrim Guild

The Pilgrim Guild held its annual fall rummage sale on October 8th.  Thanks to your generous donations of clothing and household linens, $373.44 was realized.  This has enabled us to fulfill our church budget pledge of $500.  The guild feels this activity is an important community connection for our church.  Thanks for your contributions and your actual physical help.  “We couldn’t do it without you!”              
—Gertrude Wildes, Guild President    

Boy Scout Troop 94

If you ask a Troop 94 Scout what his favorite activity is, he will tell you it is camping. As always, the scouts had a great time during their week at Camp Roosevelt this summer.  For most of the boys, it’s the highlight of their year in scouting. They swim, cook, earn merit badges, make new friends, play rowdy games, and generally have a blast at camp.  At camp, as well as other activities, the boys are always accompanied by several parents and other volunteers who share their time, talents, and love of the outdoors with the boys.
 
In September, the troop attended the annual weekend camporee at Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge in Washington County.  

They are planning to attend the annual Blackwoods Camporee in Acadia National Park in November.  The Blackwoods event always includes a morning 
of service doing clean-up in the park, and an afternoon of hiking, biking, or other outdoor recreation.

In October, the troop held a bottle drive and donated the proceeds to the Alley’s Habitat for Humanity house.

The boys recently elected troop officers for the year. They also decided to earn the First Aid merit badge this winter.  First Aid is one of the required badges for the rank of Eagle.

Jim Fortier has been the Scoutmaster for over five years. During his tenure, he shepherded five boys –Zack Hunt, Josh Jipson, Evan Fortier, Jeremiah Burch, and Ben Wildes - through the rigorous process of becoming Eagle Scouts.  Jim has now 
retired from the post of Scoutmaster, but he continues on as Assistant Scoutmaster.  Kevin Bryer, another longtime scout leader, is now Scoutmaster. Kevin’s son Mark is the senior scout of the troop.                 
—Cynthia Wood

Fellowship Committee

The Fellowship Committee met at Fran Trefts’ for lunch on September 20, 2011. Beryl Crosby, Betty Denniston, Mary Beth Dorsey and Roberta Scott were in attendance. Ruth Dietze was not able to be there. The annual Jordan Pond walkabout and popover outing was set for October 9th. Twelve people went and a great time was had by all on a warm, sunny day.

Our next event was a soup luncheon on October 30th. Five soups were solicited along with two batches of bread or rolls and one dessert. If you were a happy donor of either bread or dessert, thank you.  And, a big thanks to those who provided us with great soups!

Our next happening will be a “Mad Hatter’s” tea on November 14th, at the church. The time will be announced at a later date. Please join us wearing a hilarious hat. Also, if you have any idea for any other church happening or outing, please call any of the committee listed above.  
—Fran Trefts for the Fellowship Committee

Food for thought
A while back I checked out the United Church of Christ website, http://www.ucc.org/, and now receive weekly updates about issues in the wider world that challenge me as a Christian to get more involved.

The UCC's five-person Collegium of Officers issued a statement about the Occupy Wall Street movement, urging members and churches to "seek the common good as a church and in society through creative vision, faithful action, and prayer."

Below is the full statement:

"The Occupy Wall Street movement that began just over a month ago in New York City is now in every state and 900 cities around the world. Despite protesters' many and varied messages, they are clearly communicating that something is deeply wrong. It is a reminder that thoughtful, faithful, and committed people can make a difference when voices are united for the common good.

"The handmade signs tell their stories. They are concerned about the millions of unemployed.  They are concerned about a huge, growing gap between the very rich and everyone else.  They are concerned about wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the housing crisis, energy costs, and climate change. They worry about basic needs like proper nutrition for our children, access to healthcare, and safe neighborhoods. They care about student debt and the cost of higher education, injustices in the justice system, inadequate public schools, and broken immigration policies.

"Most of all protesters worry that our gridlocked political system seems incapable of adequately addressing these problems. Not knowing what else to do, people are taking to the streets and showing their concern not just for their own well-being but for the common good.  By participating with nonviolent steady action, they are exercising the basic principles of the democratic system that we valiantly support and protect.

"If you were to join the Occupy movement in your hometown, it might be hard to know which sign to carry. Maybe a good message would be: "God shares abundantly. We should too."  We know God provides abundantly for all of us. It is good news. But God also needs us to speak and act as a demonstration of our faith.  We live in a very rich country in a rich world; however many continue to suffer the consequences of greed on the part of a few. There is enough for all if we share and if we organize our life together in ways that care for each other, that show our love for God and for each other, and for creation.

"The call for all of us is to seek the common good as a church and in society through creative vision, faithful action, and prayer. May God bless the United Church of Christ, and all who labor for the common good, and give each of us courage in the struggle for justice and peace.
I encourage you to check out their website for all the good work that the UCC is doing here at home and across the globe."       
—Roslynne Lowry, President

Fall Yoga Class
Every Monday from 5:00-6:30ish, Mary Seward teaches hatha yoga in the vestry.  Mary was a student of Winkie Doris and also trained at Kripalu Center to become a certified yoga teacher.  Mary and her husband Dave live in Gouldsboro.

The practice of yoga promotes flexibility, strength, balance and relaxation.  Bring a mat, a small pillow, wear comfortable clothing and join us.  All are welcome.

There will be no class on November 14th and December 26th.  Check the sign on the vestry door for the schedule.

We thank the Union Congregational Church for making the vestry available for our classes.
—Dianne Eckhardt, yoga student

Outreach 

The Church’s fund-raising efforts have included several events this fall.  The annual Crop Walk took place on its new fall date, September 25th in Ellsworth.  Six walkers from the church participated and raised $475.  The Loaves and Fishes booth at the Blur Hill Fair this year did very well selling pies.  About $1300 was raised.  Friends in Action also thanked us for a donation of $257 raised from the Lasagna supper.

During our meeting in September, the Outreach Board prepared our budget request for this year.  We are asking for $3500 to support all of the different organizations that we have historically given money to.  Last year, this amount was cut back and we will see how the budget works out for this year.

This November, envelopes will be provided for the “Ending Maine Hunger” campaign, the proceeds of which will go to the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.  The amount of food coming to Loaves and Fishes from the Good Shepherd Pantry in Auburn has been reduced by half this year due to the needs of other pantries around the state.  The need is tremendous.  One way to help is to remember that the first Sunday of every month is “Food Pantry Sunday” at church.  Please bring a non perishable food item to church with you and deposit it in the basket at the back of the Sanctuary.  Another way to help is to assist in packing and giving out the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner boxes prior to Thanksgiving Day.  Laura Cooper has details about dates and times.  
—Laura Cooper and Johanna Bazzolo, for the Outreach Board

Flowers

Thanks to all who helped out with flowers while Johanna was gone in October.  Betty Lewis, Pam Bowie, Patrice Alexander and Cecily Carr all contributed arrangements.  Keep in mind that there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for any special flowers you might like to contribute.  There are several ways to do this: provide the flowers directly, describing what you would like, contributing monetarily and signing up for special occasions like Christmas.  Also, anytime you have a beautiful blooming plant in the house over the winter, we would all love to see it.  Just call Johanna at 422-6274 and make arrangements.                  
—Johanna Bazzolo

...Something to think about...

Advent

In Advent it is good to remember that the peace and joy of Bethlehem was offered to us by God in response to that ancient need we have, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.”   The coming of Christ breaks into the bedlam of human pain…and Christmas can become for us, God, coming to see us, coming to release us.
Our response?  To let God work through us with the good news of Christian friendship and care-giving.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee!”           
The Rev. Edward Joseph Campbell, White Bear Lake, Minnesota

